
Level 1
Beginning 

Level 2
Developing

Level 3
Proficient

Level 4
Distinguished

Ideas:
The degree to which the 
writer establishes a 
focus and develops the 
main points with 
examples, facts, 
anecdotes, and details

(N)= Narrative
(I)= Informative
(R)= Response to Lit
(P)= Persuasive
40% of total

-I have no focus on the topic
-I have zero examples or details
-My writing is unclear
-I did not provide the reader with 
enough information.

-*genre specific:
-(N)-I do not have characters, setting, 
or a plot
-(I)-I copied the text
-(R)- I do not state an opinion and I 
did not make a connection to self, 
world, or text.
-(P)-I do not state my position. 

-I have little focus on the topic
-I have limited and/or unrelated 
examples and details
-My writing is unclear
-I do not provide the reader with
enough information
-*genre specific:
-(N)My writing has limited
characters, setting and /or plot 
development
-(I) My writing has little or no use 
of resources; I may have copied 
text
-( R )I lack an opinion and did not 
make connection to self, text or 
world.
-( P) I lack a clear position. 

-I have established a narrator
-I have examples that support my 
focus. 
-*genre specific:
-(N) I began character, setting and/or 
plot development
-(I) I have some evidence of resources
-(R) I began to support an opinion and 
make connections to self, text, or 
world
-(P) I stated a clear position

-I kept the focus and point of view 
the same
-My information is complete and 
well developed.
-My ideas and details from the text 
are clear. 
--*genre specific:
-(N) My characters, setting and/or 
plot are well developed (action, 
dialogue, description)
- (I) I have evidence of appropriate 
use of resources; may paraphrase
-(R) My writing supports an opinion 
and makes connections to self, text 
or world
-(P) My writing establishes and 
develops a clear position

Organization:
The degree to which the 
ideas are arranged in a 
clear order with an 
introduction, body and 
conclusion

20% of total

-I have not organized my writing.
-I do not have a conclusion
-I do not use any transition words to 
sequence my writing. 

- I have a weak conclusion
- My organization is weak and 

has gaps. Some events may not 
be sequenced correctly. 

- I have some transition words.

-My ideas are organized clearly and 
logically. 
-I use words and phrases to indicate 
transition
-I have a conclusion. 

-I have a clear and appropriate
organization with a strong 
introduction, body, conclusion.
-My ideas are consistently grouped 
together.
-I use different transition words
-I have a strong conclusion

Style: 
The degree to which the 
writer controls language 
to capture the reader’s 
interest

20% of total

-The words I have chosen are very 
simple.
-I did not use any interesting 
language (descriptive language, 
sensory details, dialogue as needed, 
or vivid verbs). 

-My language is simple or 
repetitive
-I have some interesting language
-I have one or two pieces of 
descriptive language (sensory 
details, dialogue as needed, vivid 
verbs). 

-I used interesting language
-I have some descriptive language 
(sensory details, dialogue as needed, 
vivid verbs).

-I used interesting language that 
consists of descriptive language, 
sensory details, dialogue as 
needed, and vivid verbs.
-My writer’s voice is clear.

Conventions:
The degree to which the 
writer demonstrates 
control of sentence
formation, usage, and 
mechanics. 

20% of total

- My writing has major errors that 
always interfere with the 
meaning.

- My sentences are simple
- I have no variety in the types of 

sentences I used. 

- I have many errors and they 
sometimes interfere with the 
meaning

- I have little variety in the types 
of sentences I used.

-I have few grammar mistakes
-I have a few punctuation errors.
-I have few spelling mistakes
-I have few capitalization errors
-I have some variety in sentence types

-I have a lot of different types of 
sentences
-There are few to no
grammar mistakes.
-I have grade level appropriate 
punctuation
-I have correct capitalization
-I have grade level appropriate 
spelling. 

My total _____/20 possible points. 
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